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against the crime bill, and you would even
have voted for it had it only come to a vote,
there’s something wrong with the American
system of Government. And it finds its way
into the lives of people that are still around.
Polly’s sister, Annie, told me she’s still afraid
of being kidnapped, so she’s built an elabo-
rate alarm system in her room with ropes
and bells. There’s something wrong when
James Darby and his classmates who are still
living were so afraid of violence that they had
to participate in a special program to help
them cope with it. And the worst part of their
fears is that there’s truth behind them.

Yes, this is the greatest country in the
world and the longest lasting democracy in
the world. And none of us would live any-
where else for anything. But we have to face
the fact that we have the highest murder rate
in the world and that our children are more
at risk here than they would be in most other
countries and all other advanced countries,
because we have simply failed to act with
the discipline and determination necessary to
preserve democracy’s most fundamental obli-
gation, the maintenance of law and order,
without which freedom and progress cannot
proceed.

The crime bill makes ‘‘three strikes and
you’re out’’ the law of the land, puts 100,000
police on the street, builds more prisons to
lock up serious offenders, takes handguns
away from juveniles and bans assault weap-
ons and provides investments and prevention
to give our kids a better start in life, deals
more sensibly with the terrible scourge of
drugs that are responsible for so many of the
crimes we have. These are things which
ought to be done.

How can the House explain to Marc Klaas
why the law that might have saved his daugh-
ter’s life, had it been enacted years ago,
couldn’t come up for a vote? How could a
politician go to a little child like Meghan
Sposato and explain that, well, they just
couldn’t figure out a way to bring to a vote
a law that would have taken the deadly weap-
on that killed her mother out of the hands
of a deranged person? And how could a
Member of Congress explain to James Dar-
by’s mother why they won’t put police on
the street who might have allowed little
James to complete his last walk home?

If Washington had acted 6 years ago, some
of these lives might have been saved. If
Washington will act this week, a whole lot
of lives can still be saved.

Last Friday I met with some police officers
in Minnesota. I told them that they had never
walked away from us and that Washington
should not walk away from them. Well, the
parents of this country should have the same
pledge, and the children of this country
should have the same pledge. You heard Jan-
ice say that in James Darby’s wonderful letter
to me, which I have read over and over and
over again since last Mother’s Day, he said,
‘‘I know you could do something about this,
and I’m asking you nicely to do it.’’

Well, my fellow Americans, we have asked
the Congress nicely long enough. There
should be no more excuses, no more tricks,
no more delays, and no more discussion
about whether this bill is a Democratic bill
or a Republican bill or a Clinton bill. I don’t
know when I will ever be able to get it across
to people here that what we do here is not
about us, it is about the rest of America. So
let Congress hear this: Pass the Darby-Klaas-
Sposato crime bill, and do it now.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Marc Klaas, father of kidnap-mur-
der victim Polly Klaas; Steven Sposato, whose
wife, Jody, was killed in a shooting; and Janice
Payne, whose son, James Darby, was killed shortly
after he wrote to the President about crime in
his community.

Nomination for United States
District Court Judges
August 16, 1994

The President today nominated four indi-
viduals to serve on the U.S. District Court:
Elaine F. Bucklo, David H. Coar, and Robert
W. Gettleman for the Northern District of
Illinois, and Paul E. Riley for the Southern
District of Illinois.

‘‘These nominees will bring legal talent
and dedication to the Federal bench,’’ the
President said. ‘‘I know they will serve our
country with distinction.’’
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NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Statement on Signing the General
Aviation Revitalization Act of 1994
August 17, 1994

I am pleased to sign into law S. 1458, the
‘‘General Aviation Revitalization Act of
1994.’’ It is before me today as a result of
bipartisan support in the Congress, and the
hard work of many who have labored long
to achieve passage of such legislation. The
result is legislation that accommodates the
need to revitalize our general aviation indus-
try, while preserving the legal rights of pas-
sengers and pilots. This limited measure is
intended to give manufacturers of general
aviation aircraft and related component parts
some protection from lawsuits alleging defec-
tive design or manufacture after an aircraft
has established a lengthy record of oper-
ational safety.

In 1978, U.S. general aviation manufactur-
ers produced 18,000 of these aircraft for do-
mestic use and for export around the world.
Our manufacturers were the world leaders
in the production of general aviation aircraft.
By 1993, production had dwindled to only
555 aircraft. As a result, in the last decade
over 100,000 well-paying jobs were lost in
general aviation manufacturing. An innova-
tive and productive American industry has
been pushed to the edge of extinction. This
Act will allow manufacturers to supply new
basic aircraft for flight training, business use,
and recreational flying.

The Act establishes an 18-year statute of
repose for general aviation aircraft and com-
ponent parts beyond which the manufacturer
will not be liable in lawsuits alleging defective
manufacture or design. It is limited to aircraft
having a seating capacity of fewer than 20
passengers, which are not engaged in sched-
uled passenger-carrying operations.

In its report to me and to the Congress
last August, the National Commission to En-
sure a Strong Competitive Airline Industry
recommended the enactment of a statute of
repose for general aviation aircraft. The re-
port indicated that the enactment of such
legislation would ‘‘help regenerate a once-
healthy industry and help create thousands

of jobs.’’ I agree with this assessment; this
is a job-creating and job-restoring measure
that will bring good jobs and economic
growth back to this industry. It will also help
U.S. companies restore our Nation to the sta-
tus of the premier supplier of general avia-
tion aircraft to the world, favorably affecting
our balance of trade. Therefore, as I sign into
law the ‘‘General Aviation Revitalization Act
of 1994,’’ I am pleased to acknowledge the
bipartisan work done by the Congress and
by all the supporters of the general aviation
industry.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 17, 1994.

NOTE: S. 1458, approved August 17, was assigned
Public Law No. 103–298.

Notice on Continuation of
Emergency With Respect to UNITA
August 17, 1994

On September 26, 1993, by Executive
Order No. 12865, I declared a national emer-
gency to deal with the unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States constituted by the actions and
policies of the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola (‘‘UNITA’’), pro-
hibiting the sale or supply by United States
persons or from the United States, or using
U.S. registered vessels or aircraft, of arms
and related material of all types, and petro-
leum and petroleum products to the territory
of Angola, other than through designated
points of entry. The order also prohibits the
sale or supply of such commodities to
UNITA. Because of our continuing inter-
national obligations and because of the preju-
dicial effect that discontinuation of the sanc-
tions would have on the Angolan peace proc-
ess, the national emergency declared on Sep-
tember 26, 1993, and the measures adopted
pursuant thereto to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond Sep-
tember 26, 1994. Therefore, in accordance
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing the national emergency with respect
to UNITA.
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